By increasing the LiCi concentration to 5 g/liter and adding 20 mg of moxalactam per liter to modified McBride agar base, it was possible to inhibit the growth of many bacteria which interfered with the recovery of Listeria monocytogenes from beef.
Recent outbreaks of Listeria monocytogenes infections caused by the consumption of contaminated cole slaw (14) , pasteurized milk (7) , and cheese made with pasteurized milk (4) have raised concern about the effects on public health of this pathogen in our food supply. Fenlon (6) recovered L. monocytogenes from silage and wild birds. L. monocytogenes causes diseases in cattle and sheep (8) and was present in 12% of raw milk tested (9) . However, our initial efforts using previously described methods (13, 16) , to recover low numbers of L. monocytogenes inoculated into beef were unsuccessful owing to the profuse growth of numerous other bacterial colonies on McBride (12) and modified McBride (McB) (15) agar bases and on Difco Columbia CNA agar. It was observed that L. monocytogenes grew on Baird-Parker agar (1), which selects for Staphylococcus aureus but controls the growth of Streptococcus sp. Larsson et al. (11) reported that 175 clinical strains of L. monocytogenes were resistant to 128 ,ug or more per ml of moxalactam. Moxalactam has a very broad spectrum of activity against many gram-positive and gram-negative bacteria including Staphylococcus, Proteus, and Pseudomonas spp. (2, 17) . An improved selective agar for L. monocytogenes, (LiClphenylethanol-moxalactam; LPM agar) was developed by combining the best features of Baird-Parker agar (1), McB agar (15) , and moxalactam.
LPM agar consists of phenylethanol agar (Difco Laboratories) with 10 g of glycine anhydride (15) Suspected colonies were screened for characteristic umbrella motility on Difco motility test medium (3) and for narrow P-hemolytic zones on a thin blood layer of CNA agar (a 10-ml base layer covered by a 5-ml top layer that contained 4% horse blood). Streaked surface colonies of L. monocytogenes produced clear hemolytic zones on layered CNA agar after 1 to 2 days of incubation at 35°C; it was not necessary to stab the colonies into the agar to observe hemolysis. Umbrella motility appeared after 2 days of incubation at 25°C.
First, LPM agar was evaluated by comparing the growth of various bacteria on it and on McB agar (15) . Inocula were grown overnight in brain heart infusion broth and streaked with a loop on blood or nutrient, LPM, and McB agars. LPM agar inhibited the growth of most of the bacterial strains tested other than L. monocytogenes (Table 1) . It should be noted that the growth after 1 day had no practical significance for L. monocytogenes selection, since the colonies were chosen after 16 to 20 h of incubation. Then LPM agar was evaluated for recovery of L. monocytogenes (seven strains listed in Table 1 ) at 20 to 40 CFU/25 g of beef. Inoculated beef was cultured in 225 ml of enrichment broth containing acriflavine, nalidixic acid, and esculin (5) b Symbols: 0, no visible growth; t, 0. 1-mm colonies; ±, few 1-to 2-mm (resistant) colonies; +, 1-mm colonies (typical for L. monocytogenes); + +, >1-mm colonies.
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